 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT IN AND FOR BUENA VISTA COUNTY

	STATE OF IOWA,
	
No.  

	
	

	Plaintiff,
	

	
	

	v.
	

	
	DEFENDANT’S WAIVER

	,
	OF COUNSEL

	
	

	Defendant.
	

	
	



I understand that I have a right to be represented by an attorney in these proceedings and that, if I am unable to afford a lawyer, the court will appoint one for me at public expense.  I know that I may apply in writing for a court-appointed lawyer by obtaining a form from the Clerk of this Court, completing it, and submitting it to the Clerk of Court for this Court’s consideration.  I am aware that there may be defenses to criminal charges that may not be known to non-lawyers.  I accept the risk that waiving counsel might result in a defense being overlooked.  I understand that, by proceeding without counsel, I will be giving up the opportunity to get an independent opinion from a lawyer about the facts and law regarding my case.  I have been given a reasonable opportunity to obtain counsel.

Knowing the foregoing, I waive (give up) my right to be represented by a lawyer in these proceedings and wish to represent myself.

_______________________________

_______________________________

Date






Defendant’s Signature

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT IN AND FOR BUENA VISTA COUNTY

	STATE OF IOWA,
	
No.  

	
	

	Plaintiff,
	

	
	

	v.
	

	
	COURT’S ORDER APPROVING

	,
	PRO SE APPEARANCES AND

	
	PROSECUTOR COMMUNICATIONS

	Defendant.
	

	
	


On this ____ day of ____________________, 20____, the Court finds that the defendant appears pro se and, at this time, wishes to proceed without counsel.  The Court further finds that the State of Iowa, through a prosecutor with the Buena Vista County Attorney’s Office, has made reasonable efforts to ensure that the Defendant has been advised of the right to, and the procedure for obtaining counsel and has been given reasonable opportunity to obtain counsel.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the Court approves of the Defendant appearing pro se this date and at all subsequent proceedings in this case until further order of court.


IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that any prosecutor in this case is permitted to communicate directly with the Defendant concerning this case so long as the Defendant remains unrepresented by an attorney, and as a part of such communications, to negotiate plea agreements or arrangements with the Defendant and obtain the waiver of any pretrial and trial rights related to, or necessitated by, such plea agreements or arrangements.








________________________________








Judge / Magistrate

